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Office Memorandum + onvrep states GOVERNMENT 


TO : SAC, SEATTLE DATE: 421-54 


FROM : SA W. MARK FELT,” / 
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SUBJECT: MIRA SLOVA = 
b7E 


Re the attached clipping from the Yakima Republic dated 
49-54, 


While there is a possibility that the reporter may have 
confused certain portions of the subject's story, the article re- 
flects discrepancies which give rise to some suspicion. 


Accordingly, al lease is being opened and assigned to a 
SA E. P. CLARK, who is being requested to obtain details concern- 
ing SLOVAK that are available at Yakima, Washington but without 
extensive investigation at this juncture. 

A letter should thereupon be directed to the Bureau, 
pointing out that the subject is residing in this field office 
territory and requesting a summary of information in the Bureau 
LLLes« 
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WIRA JOHN SLOVAK, aka MIRO SLAY SLOVAK, 
MTROSLAV SLOVAK 


Enclosed herewith are two copies of a newspaper item from the 
Yakima aily Republic, dated L/9f5h, relating to the backzround and activity 
of the above-named subject who fled the Czechoslovakian Army for political 
asylum in the West Zone of Cermany about kerch, 1953, and who is now lo» 
cated at Yakima, “ashineton, where he expects to be employed as a duster 
pilot. 


In view of the subject's background, and his status as an alien, 
contact was made with JAMES E, SULLIVAN, Investiz:ator, U. S. Immigration 
and Naturalization Service located at Spokane, Washinton, while the latter 
was in Yekima on May 10, 1954. Mr. SULLIVAN advised that in connection 
with a check by his office, he had on May 8, 1951, interviewed the subject 
and obtained the history end background hereinefter set out. 


The subject is now using the neme, VIRA JOHN SLOVAK, but in his 
native country he was called MIRU SLAV SLOVAK, end he is at present a citi- 
zen of Czechoslovakia. He was born at Cifer, Czechoslovakia, Uctober 25, 
1929, and entered the United States by 7. S. Army airplane Gctober 1, 1953. 
He is nob awere of the exact conditions under which he entered. He stated 
he had been an officer in the Air Torce of his country for four years. In 
1951, he was sent to the Czechoslovakia Airlines as first pilot, which po- 
sition he held for two years, or until he fled the country. Jn March, 1953, 
he planned with one[_—i‘idUC:sS Sie @ Slane and fly to West Cermany. 
He carried out this plan and asked for political asylum there. He stayed 
in Cermany from March to September, 1953, during which time he was ques= 
tioned by authorities there, and then he was flown to the United States 
by the '. 5, Army, where he was questioned by the /rmy at Yashington, T. Cy 
from that date until about serch, 1954, during which period of time the 
Army peid him between $25¢ and $270 per month, This pay was for his ser- 
vices in furnishing information reparding conditiofis in his home country. 


In response to questioning as to whether or not his surrender 


would heve an adverse effect om his parents ang brother who remain in 
Caechoslovakia, he replied thet he did not thj 


ink so, as he left home when 
he was 17 years of age, and has not been clo ely associated with them since 
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that tim eG » He stated that his febher works in a srain warehouse and his 
brother is in the /rmy. His father is not a Communist. He writes to his 
mother uncer an elias, and he Eecen tly received a letter frum her, He is 


Single and has the equivalent of a junior college education 


The subject stated that while he was in = reg OE 
saw in the paper that crop—dusting pilots were wanted 3 = so he came 
arted flying yet, and 


oe 


out and -ct the joh, He added that he has not st iis 
salary has not varted, but he wills wart soon with the Central Aircreft Co, 
ree pence ( and awit receive $6 per hour while flying. At the present b6 


4 
time he is livins on money paid him by the UJ. 5, Army and Air Force in b7c 
Feshineton, 

The subject stated he has no relatives in the United States, but 
desires to make this country his home. He stated he was required to make 
application for membership in the Communist Party in i9h8, but was not 
acceoted until 1951, and that he held his membership until 1953, He had 
no information that any 1. 5. Government agency assisted him in securing 
the position in Yekima. He resided et the LaSalle Hotel in Vashington, 7, C. 
from Uctober, 1953, until February, 195, and from February 1%, 195), until 
Warch 31, 195h, at the Yessley Hall, 211% "GO" Street, N. “., Washington. 

He now resides at the Ambassador Hotel, Room 1%, 220 N. Second Street, 
Yekima. 


No derovatory information rerardines the subject was located in 
the files of the Metropolitan Police Nepertment, Washington, D. C,, accord= b6 
ing to b7c 


advised that on March 10, 1954, one Mr. BATES of - BE 
the 0. 8, House of Representatives, introduced Pri ivate Bill HR 8335 for the 7¢ 
relief of MIROSLAV SLOVAK, to hold thet he was lawfully admitted for perma- 
nent reside:.ce in the United States, A similer bill, Senate Bill S, 3029 
was introduced 2/26/5h, by Mr. UITXSEN, and both the bills are currently 


pending. 

Sireraft at Yakima who had uae the: subject appeared to be a fine 
whom he knew nothing derogatory. also interviewed 

at the Anubassador Hotei, the subject's present 

residence, and described the subject as quiet, well~behaved, b6 
whose associates are only those with whom he is connected in his work, and b7c 
who, when he expresses himself at ail, voices opposition to Communism, It 
wc Sarena thet the subject spoke c 
one who had no orevious connection with the lan: 
which is the time the subject steted he 


In view of the fact that the subject anparently intends to make 
Yakima, Vasninston, his residence, temporarily at least, it is requested 
that a summary of information in the Pureeu files be furnished the Seattle 
Diwi 
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ision for informational. Sie is seemed necessary to 


initiate any investicati the suk 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1953 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Attorney General Herbert Brownell, Jr. announced today that the 
five Czechoslovakian members of the so-called "freedom flight" who 
escaped from Red ruled Czechoslovakia last March 23 by seizing a 
Czechoslovak National Airlines C-l:7 and landing in the western zone of 
Germany, have been granted temporary entry into the United States, 
This was done under the discretionary powers given to the Attorney 


General in the Immigration and Nationality Act. 


The five, Miroslav Slovak, 2, pilot of the aircraft;| i 


nd h6é respectively, 
are guests of the Air Force. A sixth member of the dramatic flight from 
Czechoslovakia, in now in 
Yugoslavia. 
The escape was engineered by the pilot, Miroslav Slovak aaale- | 
|__| Atthough Stovek anal ned independently sought 2 
means of escape from Communist dominated Czechoslovakia as early as 


1950, the freedom flight plan was not formulated until 1952, It was 


b6 
then that] sd jotineaa them and the final plans were made. b7c 


According to the plan, major responsibility for the escape became 


Slovak's, who was to determine a flight schedule, notify the others and 


work out the specific details. [was to act{ for the 


flight once the Communist crew members puprees while 
on Gh 7 


[tne captive crew members throughout the..pemainder 


of the flight. The plan came to a dramatié climax when, the Czechoslovak 
National Airlines C-l\7 landed at the Pranktops,, Baines 
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on the night of March 2), Of the 25 passengers on the scheduled 


Prague=Brno flight, who were not part of the plot, two of them, 


[aan Bohumil Suran, chose to stay in the West, 
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Office Menai ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
TO : Seattle [i DATE: June 9, 195) 


b3 


pion : Director, FBI[ | DIE 


SUBJECT: MIRA JOHN SLOVAK, aka. Miro Slav Slovak, 


— = . "Tom Powell 


Reurlet May 25, 195i. 


For your information there is attached hereto a copy 
of a release dated December 7, 1953, by United States Attorney 
General Herbert Brownell, Jr., containing information relating to 
Miroslav Slovak. 
For your further information a Secret-conmunication 
to the Bureau 


Miroslav Slovak 


Andrews fir Force Base ina special MATS (Military Air Transport 
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DATE Ga-le-2020 
COURT 


NAME? 


BIRTH: 


BY. CS2WesB31 
SERKET 


SLOVAK; roslav 


PLOGRAPHICAL PATA 


aaron MESS A ete ATE Nf EIS TE EMME at oe 


25 Get 1929, Cifer, District of Trnava, Slovaktae 
\ 


MARITAL STAIUS: Single 


MOTHER ¢ 
ERUCATION: 


MILITARY: 


Name unknown, head of the Leopoldov Communal Enterprises. 


1935-40, elementary schaol, Leepoldou. 
1940~45, Slovak City Gymnasium Hlohoveec. 


Oct 1947-Mar 1953, Capt. 


DATA SUBMITTED: date unknown. 


Cory 


Gzech Air Forde. 


wo 
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NAME : 
BIRTH: 


CITIZENSHIP: 


EDUCATION: 


EMPLOYMENT s 


MILITALY : 


DATA SUSYITTEDs 


COPY 


\SURAN, 


DECLASSIF1T ATION AUTHORITY Cer 
ZBl AUTOMATIC CEC LASSIFICATION GUI 
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es 


BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 


FAME PANNE eng ih 
— ‘ 


10 March 1907, Diunice Uhersky Brod District 


Czech 


First marriage ended tn divorcee itn 1946 and he is 


married again in 13949 
Parents died in the mid-30's 


fwo brothers cre farmers in Tiuntce, his sister te a 
housewife in Stitna na Vlare, Whersky Brod Listrict 
and his stepbrother is a butcher and cattle dealer in 
Barna 


191481921 Atténded elementary school in Jestrabl, 
. Vhersky Brod District 
1921-1929 Attended high school in Uheraky Brod 
1931-1934 Attended the Dr. Senes Higher Technical 
School, &rno 


19368+Sep 1938 Civilian employee of the Land Military 


Command 


1939=1942 Free-lanced as an architect and drafts- 
man for vartous firms tn Arno 
1942-1944 Employed by the ButlIding Authority of 


the town of Linz, Austria 

Jan 1945-May 1945 Employed as designer with the 
Baumetster Schantl construction firm 
tn Line 


£945-19€7 A88t.e. at the Pr. Benes Higher Tech. 
School, Brne 
1947-1948 ing. Safranek & Inge Kralik firn, 


Brno, Koltste 
15 Nouv 1946-31 Dee 1951 engineer«designer with the 
Stave projekt, Nattonal interprise, Brine 
i Jan 1952-23 Har 1953 engineer=designer with the Hutnt 
Projekt, National Enterprise, irno 


¥as taken into the army in 1935 and discharged in 
1936 with the rank of Cpl. 
Promoted to rank of 2nd Lt. after the end of war in 19d 


13 May 1953 
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Je Edgar Hoover, Director 


DATE: 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


PROM 


te 


William 4A. Hogan, Specicl Assistant to the Commisstoner 


famigration and Haturalization Service 


SUBJECT? 


Attentions 


it will be appreciated if you will make the approprtate nome 


Htroslav SLOVAK 


Norman @. 


Phileos 


checks tn this matter and submit them to this ojfflee, to 
my attention, with ony comments you may desire to nake 


concerning the application to admit aubjects to the United 


Sta tes . 


Enclosures 


COPY 


QRABSHED on. 


June 29, 19354 
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SAC, Cateago (62-96327) October 8, 1954 
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On Oseember 7, 1953, tne dttorney ueneral 
publicly announced that the Live captioned individuals 
were Czechoslovakian wesibers of a "freedom ligne" 
who asgaped from Czechoslovakia on “aren 23, 1953, 
by seizing » Czech National Airlines C7 aad landing 
it in the seatern Zone of Germany, and that they nad 
been granted temporary entrance into the Vnited States 
under discretionery powers given the Attorney usneral 
under the imnulgration and Nationality .¢t. Captioned 
individuals actually arrived in the ‘Intted States 
September 22, 1953, ut Andrews Air Force Base on a 
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‘owever, at this time 1b does not avpesar 
captioned Individuals have any information pertinent 
to tne Bureau's jurisdiction, and interviews are not 
eoutemplateé. Phe abtachments ara betne forwarded 
to thea anvropriate offlees for future reference in Sh es int en 
the event if snould be necessary to interview any of 4~* fg 
trese Individuals. aw 
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‘He is now’ working as an execu- 

:: tive: pilot’ for. William: Boeing Jr:, 

* one of America’s foremost aircraft i 
industrialists. aye * 

Me: Ja vest ld pilot had settled . 


as ‘a. crop “du i pi- d 
Air Service; 
‘Yaki 


ré he is studying the 

guage at. the Univer- 
: lashington... j 
Sividing his time between one | in his 3 


; ‘He ‘flew ‘into’ Yakima, |it.-an excellent opportunity to fa- F 
; Boeing executive, . -Rob- miliarize himself with. his adopt- |: 
ert T,. Lamson, = * "Jed land: da 


(aes 
Cf teria. 
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Mira’ 's own. idea.” 
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Maraswire flew the ‘p Ta n ® 
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DATE O8-14-2015 sy[—sdG 


; vakian airline, “After th 


~ communists . took. over 


O- on flights to .Seandin: 


+ 


: back,’ i 


. Radio Free Europe and the. 


_ was only 23 years old—that: 
’ -he-made.up. +his mind:.to! 


: maks, the left turn to free-' , 


: stretched. out into two hours; | 


country,..he gained” 
quaintance with f 


and by listening. intently; “to 


Voice of America. It...was™ 
‘during this time—when he. 


vamake a run.for-it.. 

- {The flight was a regula’ 
cheduled, ‘one-hour. trip: 
‘Prague to. Berno,” Slo: 


L.“-vak ‘recalled. “We took “off: |¢ 


:20.p.. m.: And. then, of 
“COUr se, we did not come, 


TO “ALL BUT the: Cer 


lom was a surprise, and to: 
many, it was not a pleasant: 
‘Surprise, When the flight... : 


they realized something'was' 
amiss:‘and began to pound: 
-on the ‘cockpit door. Slovak 
-then put the plane into.a: | 
series .of, dives and climbs,. ° 
sending his. tormentors 
‘tumbling around the cabin. . 
To two of the passengers, — 
however, the chance for. | 
freedom.‘ was ‘irresistible. : 
Antonin ‘Volejnicek and: Bo= ; 
-humil, Suran both decided. | 


istox ‘try. for? .a’ ew. -life.in- 
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